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Falnut Strest
Cwner: Clinie Hogpital,

Date of Zrection; 1829 - Z0.

Architect - Builder: Dr. Baber designed the house. Builder unknown;

may haye been Freeman.

Present Condition: Good. Original horse - shoe steps in front wifh

wrought iron balustrade have been removed. Only that portion of interior
circular stairway between first and second floor has bzen removed.
Altersd for hospital purposes in 1920 s.

Humber of Stories: Two stories ower high basedent. Facos south.

Materials of Congtruction; Foundation brick. Floors wood. Hixterior walls

brieck stuccoed znd scored %o reprzsent stone. Interior walle fraue and
plaster.

Other Existing Records: Bronze tablet on facade by United Daughters of

the Confederacy. Original photographs and sketch of grounds in possession
» ~
of the :‘isges Baber-Blackshear. drticle in Hacon paper.

idditional Data: Interi

ior and exterior cornice details interesting.

Built by Dr. Ambrose Baber for his rosidence 1829 with déctor's office in
yard and occupied by him fmtil 1841. Bought by John B. Lama: and inherited
by his sigter, Mrs. Howell Cobbe. OCccupied by Gen. Howell Cobb énd his family
'in 1864~65,. Iirs. Hopson bought place in late sixties or early seventics.

His daunghter, Wirs. Rowland »1lis of kacon, Georgla made & sketch of the
grounds. Front of property emnclosed by fine old cagt iror fence extending
to ecorner of Second and Jalnut Streets now removed, but some portiom of it
has been made use of at corners of building as it now stands.

Mr, Z1liott Dunwoody of iacon, the architect for the alterations

-
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when this building was converted into a hospital, says the cornice is 17~

untouched and %he principls change on the front facade iz the stoop which
“is new.

The folowing information is taken from the letters written by the
Migses Baber~RBlackshear:

Lumber bought sarly in 1829 and seasoned many months. The house was
ready for occupancy the latiter part of 1825 but not completed until January
1850, No nalls used in the whole structure, fimbers, beams, ete., were &ll
put together with hand made pins. The work was done by the slaveas,

The kltchen had an enormous open fTireplae= with large heavy swinging
crane on which »o%s and kettles were hung and there was an immense brick
oven for baking. The basement paved with stone consisted of four very
large rooms, wide hall open in rear, a wine cellayr under the front end of
hall and under front porch. Theré wag no back piazza downstaires - the
bagement opensd upon & paved area., The fanily still possess a cclleetlion
of iron and copper keitles and pots, skillets and boilers used in the old
kitehen., The copper ones have Dr. Baber's initials "AB" cut or sunk into
them.

There was only a amall rear stoop off first floor with high steps lead~
ing from basement. o inside baek stair from basement o upper floox at all.
The lowexr floor walls were draped in velvet., The circular stairway
from first floor to the roof with large skylight at the top had bannigters
of =0lid mahogny &g were the mantels and pessibly the door and window frames,

T he mahogany was brought from Philadelphia. The steps of the stalr were
curiously dangerous being exceedingly narrow at end nearest balustrade and
wide at end next to walls. A portion of stair to the roof and skylight and

some door znd window frames are left.

There were four large rooms downstairs with wide hall - the same up-
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stairs. The ceiling was wvery high so in converting into hospital (the ceilihg A
of new portion being lower) the difference was taken care of upstairs by.steps
in the hall. The second room on the right beyond the columns in hall wes the
1ibrary and had shelves on all sides from floor to ceiling enclosed by glass
A00rs. |

The wali &t the right of the back door is rounded into a eurve, not squared
as is the wall opposite beside the stairway.

The =malley door (Half open) at the right of end back door opens into a
coat closet ceut into the wall =nd msasutes the depth of the wall, { T think at
least 19 or 20 inches wide)e The curved baseboard beside wall =t stéirway
(l1eft side) does not show in the photo as clearly as it does in the ore of
the second'story. The dininé?ﬁgs the second room on the left beyond the double
columns of archway. The front room on the right was the varlor and had no
connecting door tc adjoining room. The front room on the left was the sitting
room and had a connscting door with the adioining room {the dining room).

Upstsirs the front end of the bhall was a large dressing room, the walla
limed with shelves from asbout three feet from floor to the ceiling, Beneath
these shelves were cupboard apartments with doors conteining shelves and
spaces for trunks and boxes,.

Jindow to dressging room smaller than othera of second story. The size
of this dressinz room was sbout the same szs that of the wine cellsr in bage-
ment and under front stoop and was directly beneath locslity of the dressing
roori. The door frames end window fremes algo doors and windows were elike
all 6ver house and very large and massive. There were two family bedrooms,
a guest room and a nursery on second floor. The two rooms at right had a
connecting door; the two on left had none.

The grounds were taken by Dr. and Mra. Baber wlth the undulations that

nature had made and they divided them into vnusual and unigue bterraces not
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found elsewhere in Mecon in any garden. These terraces, they cultivated,
devéloped and added to nature's heaubly with unsurpassed art and skill using
. almost every kind of flora, ete., they could obtain. Dr. Be{ber intro~
du.ced the Chinege Magnolia *ro iMacon ahd also the English Ivy, both of 1-rhichl
now abound all over the city and Rose Hill Cemetery.

A very tall end wide brick wall ten feet high and eighteen or rineteen
inches wide enclose the grounds. This wall was completely concealed from
ground to top with georgeous English Ivy whichk after climbing to top, fell
in megnificient fringe of green back to the earth. The top of the wall was
thickly studded with broken glass., The wall extended a2 short distance on
the 2nd Streed Side then it tapered lower. Beginning at Second Street side
and éxtending scross the front of grounds the wall wes lower still and topped
by solid grey granite end a most beautiful wrought iron fence ending at each
front corner of the house in a graceful cutward purfe.

The front and porch steps were of immense granite slabs as were the
fence copingse.

This home property of Dr. =nd lrs. Baber was on the (then} outskirts
of the eity -~ the lareest and hsndsomest house in the c¢ity., The grounds
and street's heauty have all béen ruined by the so-called growbth of progress.

The iron fence copingg and steps at two side zates were immense grey
granite slabs. There were no gates at front of house, One on the right,
opening into the brick area way, =nd one opening to path leading to Dr.
Baber's offices; the path bordered with pansies. A short flizht of J to 4
steps led’ up to gate from sidewalk and another flizht with several more
steps led downward inte yard being & zood deal lower then the sidewalk,

The front stoop steps {horse shos shape} had fine wrought iron ban-
nisters ss did the steop , and lcd directly on to the sidewzlk. The stoop
had an open work grating or grille, through wnich could be geen the beauti-

ful white statue of Diana of the Chase.
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The back voreh (or stoop) off first floor had a Tlight of stepé at -
gach end which led down to the brick area surroﬁnding the house., It was
only cllightly larger than front poreh. The areas had a slight slope tov%ard
back of grounds to allow drainere. There were zmall outlet openings for
drainage under the wery low wall which was topped by tiny orrsmental iron
fence low enough for a man to step over the wall rancl fence, At right corner
of thig fence snd wall were 3 little steps for ladies and children to maich.
path on other side. 4 gate topped the wall at the top step. At left of
back steps was the creamery and milk house of grey stoné comsisting of two
rooms (inclosed}. Between the 2 rooms was the well which was not inclosed.
A roof covered the entire ¢reamery and milk housse, also the well.

The left side of zrounds are a series of terraces. Boxwood borders

the path, Cedar and magnolia trees are on two sides of the plot. The in-

closure surrounded by low brick wells topped with stone coping and delicate

lacy iron fence. Several steps lead down to a lower terrace from the plot
of Kentucky Blue Grass. On this terrace, also, terrace on opposite side of
grounds were large life sized Greek Statues {white marble),

At back of house & path ran down entire center of grounds. At lower
corners between the two grass plots each plot having low wall and coping
topped with dainty lacy iron fencing, was a gate and short flight of steps
leading to part of the path whioh was wider. Yn esch side of wide path
were rows of jonquils and rows of elm trees. |

The square Opening in the right rear corner of the grounds was entrance
for vehicles, horses, etc., from both alleys. The left rear psrt of the
grounds, was lower still, The 3 wild olive andumimosa trees were covered
wonderfully with Fnelish Ivy and 7 Sisters Roses.

The short flight of steps seen in picture at edge of sidewalk are

modern; placed by City when the street was altered in 1900 and lower steps
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of sidewalk rilled ine.

A glimpse of the old origzinal wall and right
gide near gate shows undermeath granite coning.
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